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Ethnicity Gender State assembly

Voting status Dependents

26%

22%27%

25%

Wakaf Mempelam Bandar

Ladang Batu Buruk

51%

49%

Male Female

88% 12%

Malay Chinese

71%

29%
Yes No

Respondent Profile

90%

6%
3%

Every election
Every other election
Never voted before
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Respondent Profile

Total household income

Occupation

Age

16%
13%

6%

15%

4% 2%

26%

17%

0%

10%

20%

30%

Employed –
Private      

Employed –
Govt         

Own business –
operates a

business that
hires other

people

Self
employed/small

business or
trader 

Unemployed,
looking for work  

Student             Homemaker      Retire     

54%

21%
12% 6% 5% 2%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%

< RM1,500 RM1,501 –
RM3,000 

RM3,001 –
RM5,000 

> RM5,000 Don't know No
response

20%
16%

20%
24%

19%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61 and above
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Considering the conditions in the COUNTRY today, how strongly would you say 
that things are heading in the right or wrong direction?

Perception on Current Situation

66%

36%

31% 29%

44%

7%
20%

62%

5%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Total (n=527) Malay (n=408) Chinese (n=119)

Right direction Wrong direction Don't know/ No response
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Considering the conditions in the state of Terengganu today, how strongly would 
you say that things are heading in the right or wrong direction?

70%
50%

28% 26%

40%

5% 9%

67%

4%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Total (n=527) Malay (n=408) Chinese (n=119)

Right direction Wrong direction Don't know/No response

Perception on Current Situation
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And what would you say is the issue that is the main reason for your answer? (Among those 
who answered the state is heading towards the wrong direction, n = 148)

Views on Current Issues

3%No response 

5%Don't know

4%Others

1%Political stability

1%Crime & public safety

2%Problems with Terengganu PAS leadership

4%Corruption

4%Poverty

4%Social ills among youth in general

4%Inefficiency of local authorities

4%Uneven development across urban & rural areas

5%Economic stability

5%Lack of religious appreciation among the people

8%People's welfare not taken care of/ Racial inequality

8%Political instability/ bickering between parties

8%Govt assistance does not reach those needed

9%Inflation & rising cost of living

11%Problems with Terengganu UMNO leadership

11%Cronyism & nepotism

PercentageIssues
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How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the performance of the Terengganu state 
government? 

Perception towards State Government

26%
6%

44% 42%

57%

23% 29%

6% 7% 5%2% 2% 3%

24%

22%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Total (n=527) Malay (n=408) Chinese (n=119)

Very satisfied          Somewhat satisfied      
Somewhat dissatisfied   Very dissatisfied       
Don't know
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How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the way Dato’ Ahmad Said is performing 
his job as the Menteri Besar of Terengganu?

Perception towards State Leadership 

23%
3%

39% 40%

34%

18%

16%

5% 6%

3%

17% 13%

41%

1% 3%

20%

18%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Total (n=527) Malay (n=408) Chinese (n=119)

Very satisfied          Somewhat satisfied      
Somewhat dissatisfied   Very dissatisfied       
Don't know No response
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I am going to read to you some of the actions that the Terengganu state government 
should be taking. Tell me one aspect of the following which is the most important to 
you

Issues of Concern

18%

53%

0%

1%

17%

7%

Chinese
N = 119

11%10%Fighting corruption

7%1%Treating Non-Malays equally 

13%14%Defending Malay rights

26%29%Upholding the position of Islam 

16%16%Bringing development to Terengganu

22%24%Reducing price hike

TotalMalay 
N = 408Issues
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Recently, there are media reports that a PAS leader has expressed the desire of 
the party to implement hudud law if they take over the Federal Government. 
Would you say that this issue is important or not important in the Kuala 
Terengganu by-election?

By-election Issues

19% 18%

23% 22% 32%

23%
21%

22% 22%
21%

11% 12% 8%2% 2%

19%

24%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Total (n=527) Malay (n=408) Chinese (n=119)

Very important Somewhat important 
Somewhat not important Not important at all
Don't know No response
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In your view, how strongly do you agree or disagree that if the Chinese 
community in Kuala Terengganu has chosen a non-BN candidate, it is an 
indication to the BN government to treat non-Malays more fairly?

Signal from Chinese Voters 
(Chinese exclusive question, n = 119)

14%

41%

34%

6% 4%
1%

0%

20%

40%

60%

Strongly agree Somewhat
agree

Somewhat
disagree

Strongly
disagree

Don't know No response



MERDEKA CENTER 15

Kuala Terengganu Voter Opinion Poll

7 – 10 Jan 2009, n = 527
Release to Media

15

Do you think the issue of Hudud law is…

By-election Issues – From the Chinese Perspective
(Chinese exclusive question, n = 119)

3%

40%37%

5% 5%
0%

20%

40%

60%

Being exploited
by the media so

as to deter
Chinese voters
from supporting
Opposition party

A serious matter
to be

considered by
the voters

Others Don't know No response
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Now, I am going to read two statements about Malay politics to you. After you 
hear each one, please tell me which one is closer to your opinion.

By-election Issues – From the Malay Perspective
(Malay exclusive question, n = 408)

1%

17%

74%

8%
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

After March 2008
election, Malay
political power

deteriorates because
it is threathened by

the non-Malays

The deteriorating
political power of
Malays is mainly

caused by leaders
who are corrupted

and only care about
self-interests.

Don't know No response
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Now, I am going to read two statements to you. After you hear each one, please 
tell me which one is closer to your opinion.

By-election Issues – From the Malay perspective

6%

55%

38%

1%
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Internal problem in
UMNO will

jeopardise the future
of Malays

Although seized by
internal struggle,
UMNO can still

manage to fend for
Malays

Don't know No response
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Now, I am going to read two statements to you. After you hear each one, please 
tell me which one is closer to your opinion.

By-election Issues – From the Chinese perspective

3%

65%

18%
13%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Internal problem in
UMNO will

jeopardise the future
of  the people 

Although seized by
internal struggle,
UMNO can still

manage to fend for
the people 

Don't know No response
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Which in your view is more appropriate for Malaysia? A political system based on…

By-election Issues

46% 52%

1%

45% 38%

94%

8% 9% 4%1%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Total (n=527) Malay (n=408) Chinese (n=119)

Malay Dominance Supremacy of the people T idak tahu T iada respon
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Compared Pakatan Rakyat (which is made up of PAS, PKR dan DAP) and Barisan
Nasional, which in your view is more capable in taking care of the interest of your 
ethnic community? 

By-election issues

21% 19%
37%

56% 60% 26%

3% 2%

5%

25%
16%17%

2% 6%3%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Total (n=527) Malay (n=408) Chinese (n=119)

Pakatan Rakyat Barisan Nasional Other party
Nobody Don't know No response
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Please tell me how strongly do you agree or diagree with the statement below.
“Some said that there is no reason to strengthen the Opposition in Parliament 
because there are many Opposition MPs in the Parliament.”

By-election Issues

22%
6%

20% 20%

18%

18%
36%

31% 32% 25%

10% 9% 13%
2% 2% 2%

20%

16%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Total (n=527) Malay (n=408) Chinese (n=119)

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree
Strongly disagree Don't know No response
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Recently, Tun Dr Mahathir said that the BN candidate, Wan Ahmad Farid, is a bad 
choice and merely a proxy to Prime Minister and his son-in-law. How strongly do 
you agree or disagree with his statement?

By-election Issues

16% 12%

15% 14% 18%

15% 17%

26% 28%
11%

24% 23%
34%

4% 4% 8%

16%

15%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Total (n=527) Malay (n=408) Chinese (n=119)

Strongly agree Somewhat agree
Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree
Don't know No response
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Now, I am going to read two statements about Kuala Terengganu by-election to 
you. After you hear each one, please tell me which one is closer to your opinion. 
The Kuala Terengganu by election is…

By-election Issues – From the Malay perspective (n = 408)

42%
46%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

An opportunity to force BN government to
change for the better. 

An opportunity to save or defend Malay
political power 
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Now, I am going to read two statements about Kuala Terengganu by-election to 
you. After you hear each one, please tell me which one is closer to your opinion. 
The Kuala Terengganu by election is…

By-election Issues – From the Chinese perspective (n=119)

28%

56%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

An opportunity to force BN government to
change for the better. 

An opportunity to save or defend political
stability of the nation
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How strongly do you think the following issues are important or not important to 
you when you vote during the by-election later? 

Issues – An overall perspective (n = 527)

55%
66% 67% 77%

23%
6% 3% 4% 2%4% 4%

31%
23%

14%
3% 3%2%2%2%2%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Current issues The trustworthiness of
party leaders

Capability of the party Quality of the
candidate 

Very important Somewhat important Somewhat not important
Not important at all Don't know No response
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Issues – A Malay perspective (n = 408)

How strongly do you think the following issues are important or not important to 
you when you vote during the by-election later? 

59%
71% 71% 80%

20%
5% 2% 4% 4%3% 4%

28%
21% 13%

2%2%2%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Current issues The trustworthiness of
party leaders

Capability of the party Quality of the
candidate 

Very important Somewhat important Somewhat not important
Not important at all Don't know No response
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Chinese voter perceptions (n = 119)

25% 30% 39%
54%

43%

9% 11%
3% 6%7% 6% 5% 5%8% 9% 6% 4%

47% 40%

27%

4%4%3%3%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Current issues The trustworthiness of
party leaders

Capability of the party Quality of the
candidate 

Very important Somewhat importan Somewhat not importan
Not important at all Don't know No response

How strongly do you think the following issues are important or not important to 
you when you vote during the by-election later? 


