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Merdeka Center’s Poll of Singaporeans during the GE campaign point to
increasingly engaged and diverse electorate – survey
SINGAPORE – Supported by private Singaporean citizens, the Merdeka Center
conducted a pioneering independent phone interview national poll during the May 2011
Singapore General Election campaign. The findings help us understand the swing in the
popular vote toward the opposition and point to an increasingly diverse Singaporean
electorate.
The PAP was viewed favorably by a majority of the electorate. The survey found that
three quarters of the Singaporean were satisfied with the performance of the PAP
government. 73% of the respondents also viewed that Singapore was heading the right
direction compared to 13% of the wrong direction.
At the same time, two-thirds of the Singaporean voters also supported the ideas of having
a stronger opposition in Parliament. The Workers’ Party was viewed the most favorably,
capturing favorable views of 57% of the respondents. Despite the fact that a majority of
66% supported the need for a “stronger opposition”, the electorate was divided over
whether opposition parties should have more seats in Parliament. There were concerns
among the electorate over the overall credibility of opposition; 29% of the respondents
said the opposition was credible while 27% of the respondent said not. Most of the
opposition candidates were not known by a majority of voters.
The poll found that the PAP would win a majority of support at the polls, with 38%
stating it would support the incumbent party and only 9% supporting the opposition.
Many in the electorate were hesitant about stating their political intentions over the
phone, 33%, and a considerable number of voters remained undecided during the
campaign period, 21%. The results point to the importance of “swing” voters during the
campaign, who do not decide who to support until the last days of the campaign.
Singaporean voters consider a variety of factors in choosing who to support. The poll
found that 28% of the respondents view the party as their main consideration for voting,
followed by party leadership 20%, individual candidate 18% and different issues 18%.
Further analysis of the results showed that those that expressed support for the PAP were
more likely to vote for the party leadership, while those supporting the opposition were
motivated by issues and the party.
An overwhelming majority of Singaporeans continue to get their political news from
newspapers, followed by television. These two sources comprised 83% and 60% of two
main sources combined. The internet served as one of the main sources of political news

for a small share of voters, 11% and 13.6% for the first and second source respectively.
Mainstream media remains the main avenue for Singaporeans to engage politically.
The survey also asked respondents to identify the important issues in the 2011 campaign.
Cost of living/inflation (43%), affordable healthcare (13%) and affordable housing (12%)
were the top ranked issues, pointing to the dominance of bread and butter issues and
increased attention to social welfare. The traditional issues of the PAP – economic
growth and political stability followed. Despite its prominence in the media, immigration
was ranked as important by 5% of the electorate. Political freedom and the casino
mattered for a handful of those polled. The issue of political freedom mattered especially
for those who supported the opposition.
The analysis of the poll found important differences among Singaporeans across gender,
generational, class and ethnic lines. For example, women were more inclined to support
the PAP, and less open to the opposition. Younger Singaporeans were more inclined to
express their political views openly across the political spectrum and more inclined to
support the opposition than older voters. Younger voters were more concerned with
immigration than other voters. Wealthier voters were more inclined to the opposition and
more engaged in the campaign, than other groups. This diversity of views highlights
diversity of Singaporeans in elections, and the importance of a range of social cleavages
in shaping political behavior.
The Singapore wide telephone survey of 611 randomly selected Singaporean registered
voters aged 18 and above was carried out between 27th April and 5th May 2011.
Respondents were selected using the random, stratified sampling method and structured
along the national electorate profile and specifically proportional to gender, ethnicity, age
groups and area of residence.
View top-line, respondents’ profile and other findings/analysis at www.merdeka.org
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